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Shalom and Happy New Year!

Anthony B. Robinson has written and the United Church of Christ has produced a leaflet
that has briefly explored “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Churches” and “The 7 Habits
of Highly Ineffective Churches.” For the next few months, I want us to reflect on his
insights. He lists: 1. “Strive for excellence in service to Christ” for highly effective
churches. And the other side of the coin says that highly ineffective churches, 1. “Elevate
mediocrity to a spiritual discipline. Effective churches are churches where people enjoy
what they’re doing and do it well.” When a person is serving on a board or a committee
that interests them, they are more likely to do their best because they enjoy it. Where is
your heart? What do you enjoy doing? How can you give what you enjoy doing in the
church? Ineffective churches seem to have the theology that “God doesn’t really expect
much, anyhow.” Anthony Robinson implies that churches that are ineffective avoid doing
things that might make someone uncomfortable. Do we avoid doing our best because it
might make someone uncomfortable?

In this time of making resolutions, envisioning the future, and growing in faith, may we
choose to have the habits of highly effective churches. Also, in the new year, it is my hope
that we can choose as a church to have a confirmation program that is “church” owned
more than “pastor” driven. I want to present to all interested persons a program that
draws upon the talents of our members, provides opportunities for family participation,
honors individual commitments, and encourages group or class experiences. Confirma-
tion programs tend to be dated and in need of revision. I would like to attempt to have a
more meaningful plan that perhaps will engage our youth for the long haul rather than
become a graduation from church. Because of schedules, I know it will be difficult to get
together. We have annual meeting January 31st. But perhaps January 24th, we can
gather after worship, youth and parents, and any interested adults and talk about the
faith journey of our middle school youth. Join me after worship for a time of sharing.

Continued on next page...




Our 7:30 a.m. bible study on Monday mornings will resume meeting the first Monday of
February. We are meeting in the home of Don and Jeananne Schild. Our 2 p.m. Monday
bible study on the parables of Jesus will resume January 4th. We meet in the meditation
room at Mayflower (above the health center). All are welcome.

The United Church of Christ no longer prints a newspaper, but still has much news to
pass on to us. Many more people have computers and access to on-line resources. Check
the website out at www.ucc.org. There are still those who don’t use computers. Some-
times we forget that in our fast paced lives. So as long as we still are printing our
newsletters, we will try and keep you updated on what is happening in the larger church.

Geoffrey Black, our General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ sent
us Christmas greetings. He invited us to “rekindle our hope and renew our commitment
to the quest for peace—inner peace and peace among people and nations!! There was also
an article in Christian Century that has a picture of him and several quotes. It talks
about our denomination as one who is not content simply to issue statements, but we take
action. In the article he is quoted to say: “I would use the terms progressive and unabash-
edly Christian. Jesus was not about excluding people. He reached out to those who were
marginalized and oppressed. Gay and lesbian people, just as Africans who were enslaved,
have been marginalized and oppressed in our society.” His task is major. Let’s remem-
ber to keep him in our prayers.

May our faith journey be deepened and may our church witness reflect our commitment
to justice in this new year. May all our choices reflect the love of God.

In Christ,
Pastor Sue
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Outreach Board Makes Stone Soup...

January is the time for hot steaming soups and stews. The Outreach Board has the stone
and the kettle and needs your help in making a wonderful “stone” soup. You remember
in the story how each person added something to the pot to make a delicious soup. That’s
what we want to do during January—fill the kettle with food items that can be put in
soup. For example, select one or more of these: pasta, tomato sauce, onion flakes,
canned soup, dried soup, veggies, broth, Chile beans, or whatever you like to put in soup.
The kettle is in the parlor. Let’s fill it up, leave the stone at home, and take the rest
across the street to MICA (Mid-lowa Community Action) to help warm some children’s
tummies. The items will be delivered the end of January.

Our February “Valentine” outreach will be “How do you mend a broken heart” with
first aid items. More details in the next newsletter.




During the meeting after church on January 6 to approve the 2010 budget, there was considerable
discussion of the recommendation that our OCWM be reduced from 15% of our budget to 10%.
The trustees deemed this necessary for us to begin to live within our means while paying back
$10,000 dollars of our current debt of approximately $100,000 to the Endowment.

Several expressed serious disagreement with the reduction in our OCWM commitment, a commit-
ment that has been central to our mission. Others emphasized the necessity to provide a balanced
budget while beginning to discharge out fiduciary responsibility to those who contributed to build
our Endowment.

During the course of the meeting it was suggested that those who are able might make a special
pledge to restore the missing 5% of our OCWM contribution. The sum needed is approximately
$9,000. Five families have decided to increase their pledges in the collective amount of $3600. We
invite others to join us in this Christmas season so that we can meet our goal of a responsible
budget along with the generosity that is so vital to our life as a Christian community.

As with your first pledge, payments can be made throughout 2010; just be sure to write OCWM
on the memo line to insure correct accounting of your gift..

Thank you for considering this appeal,

The Schild, Adams, Leggett, Drake and Zimmerman families

What’s coming in January for the Seekers?

How many times during your everyday conversations do you muse with others—"how does my
faith guide me in the face of daily challenges to living, or how do I put into perspective ways my
faith helps me understand huge issues on a national and global scale?” The group will address
just such questions as Gordon Packard guides discussion based on a series called “Seeing Grey in
and World of Black and White.” This series is based on material developed by the Rev. Adam
Hamilton, minister of a Methodist Church is Kansas City. Earlier this fall Tommy Haas used
material also developed by the Rev. Hamilton when she led discussions on the subject of “Enough.”

Starting January 3 and continuing throughout the month Gordon will lead the class through
discussions on such subjects as: the ethics of Jesus; when faith and politics meet; and what would
Jesus say to Americans today.

Many will know Gordon, a retired Methodist minister, as former Mayflower resident Pat
Yungclas’ brother. He lives in Grinnell and has led similar discussions at the First United
Methodist Church in Grinnell where he is a member.

As always, this is a wonderful group of people who gather weekly to ponder subjects related to
their faith. Do join them—right next to the kitchen on the lower level. They will make you feel
welcome with a cup of coffee or tea. The time—Sundays, from 9-10 a.m.

We are extremely grateful for leadership many have given to this class during the fall. Those
include Tommy Haas, Warren Reinecke, and Wilma and Vic Graden and each member as they
participate in discussions—thanks to each of you!
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PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES...

Thanks to all who visited our community’s “No Room at the Inn” held at St. Mary’s
Church hall, Dec. 4. Families of our congregation displayed 17 or the 160 Bethlehem
Christmas scenes.

A colorful book, Water, Come Down! (The Day You Were Baptized) has been selected as
a gift from our congregation to the newly baptized and their families. Walter Wangerin,
Jr. is the author, with illustrations by Gerado Suzano. It is published by Augsburg Press
and is available at Stepping Stones Bookstore, in Grinnell. Pastor Sue Weier has copies
for viewing in her study.

The Care Ministry team sponsored by Parish Life continues to visit “shut-in” members
and friends. Speak with Imogene Knowles, Judy Kuehl, Karen Weaver, Mark Thelin,
John Saxton, or Pastor Sue if you have an interest in this caring ministry.

There is in process a new Parish Life ministry of sharing meals. “We see our church as
extended family, therefore, we would like to be sure we are taking care of those in need.
Please let the church office know when you or someone you know is in need of help with
meals due to hospitalization, injury, or extended illness. Gayle will then send out an
email to all church members asking for volunteers to help with meals. Those in need will
remain anonymous in the blanket email. Anne Pederson will then be able to coordinate
days and times for those willing to help out.”

We plan to honor Phyllis Bellis on her 100th birthday, January 3, 2010 with a card
shower. Her Mayflower address is: 624 Broad Street, Grinnell, IA 50112. Contact Judy
Kuehl if you desire to have a birthday or anniversary published in Our Church Greeting
in 2010.

Parish Life is seeking to support the Grinnell Ministerial Association effort for transport-
ing persons who badly need assistance to medical appointments—especially out-of-town.
First Presbyterian Church processes most of the requests, with some help from several
other congregations. Carol Nielsen is the coordinator for our church. Peter Boeke,
Nancy Wolff, and Carol have been drivers. Volunteers may contact Carol.

We have decided not to have a Mardi Gras event before Lent in 2010. Instead, there will
be a fun gym and beach party at the Day Care building at

Ahrens Park! February 2010
Planning continues, but please mark your Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat
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January 2010

Friday, Jan. 1 Happy New Year!
Sunday, Jan. 3 9:00 am Seekers
10:30 am Worship/Communion
Monday, Jan. 4 Noon AA Meeting
2:00 pm Bible Study - Parables of Jesus - Mayflower Mediation room
Tuesday, Jan. 5 Noon Lectionary Study
Wednesday, Jan. 6 11:00 am Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Parish Life
7:00 pm Christian Education
7:00 pm Brass Ring
Thursday, Jan. 7 Noon AA Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 10 9:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am Seekers
9:30 am Children and Youth Sunday School
10:05 am Sonshine Singers
10:30 am Worship—Children’s Church
11:40 am Sonshine Ringers
Monday, Jan. 11 Noon AA Meeting
2:00 pm Bible Study - Parables of Jesus - Mayflower Mediation room
7:00 pm Trustees
Tuesday, Jan. 12 Noon Lectionary Study
Wednesday, Jan. 13 11:00 am Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Chancel
7:00 pm Brass Ring
7:45 pm Pealers
Thursday, Jan. 14 Noon AA Meeting
Friday, Jan. 15 ALL ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE
Sunday, Jan. 17 9:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am Seekers
9:30 am Children and Youth Sunday School
10:05 am Sonshine Singers
10:30 am Worship—Children’s Church
11:40 am Sonshine Ringers

Calendar continued on next page...







Jan. 3 Jan. 10 Jan. 17 Jan. 24 Jan. 31
Acolytes
T J.O il Ll IfOf Sam Pederson Cara Klyn
Brandenburg Benning-Shorb Katherine Parker K1 Emily Lof
Dane Edwards John Lof Leathem-Rietz yn y
Chancel Teresa McCall Sara Adams Oliva Wright Teresa McCall Sara Adams
Fellowship Host Soxton Eamily Dennis and Steve & Karen Nancy Wolff Annual Meeting
Tommy Haas Langerud Luncheon
Greeter(s)
Netia Worley Nancy Wolff
Liturgist Netia Worley | Caroline Saxton Phil Jones Anne Pederson | Glenyce Conway
Ushers
Lyle & Judy Lyle & Judy Lyle & Judy Lyle & Judy Lyle & Judy
Kuehl Kuehl Kuehl Kuehl Kuehl
Karen Weaver Karen Weaver Karen Weaver | Clark and Karen | Clark and Karen
Merle Zirkle Merle Zirkle Merle Zirkle Weaver Weaver
WD L Janice Springer Yot Eh_z i Tommy Haas Jeananne Schild
Brandenburg Trimmer
Van Jay Hansen Rick Ramsey Lyle Kuehl Jim Ahrens Denny Conway

Happy 100¢h Birthday $0:.
Phyllis Bellis
on January 3, 2010
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